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April 21, 2008

The Honorable Anna Caballero

Chair, Assembly Committee on Local Government
1020 N Street, Room 157

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1836 (Feuer) Infrastructure Financing Districts - SUPPORT
Dear Chairwoman Caballero,

The Transit Alliance for a Better North County urges your support of AB 1836 (Feuer), which
would allow a legislative body, as defined, to create an infrastructure financing district (IFD),
adopt an infrastructure financing plan, and issue bonds, for which only the district is liable,
without voter approval. This bill would allow the reallocation of existing tax revenues to
improve a designated area. These districts can provide needed revenue for cities and
counties by issuing bonds paid from local property tax increment revenues. Development
projects such as highways, transit, water systems, flood control, child care facilities, libraries,
parks, and solid waste facilities can be financed as a result of these bonds, making it unnec-
essary to impose special liens on property or impose new taxes. Current law states that a
two-thirds voter approval is required to legally form an IFD. This voter approval requirement
has discouraged locals from establishing IFDs. AB 1836 brings Infrastructure Financing
Districts (IFDs) more in line with redevelopment districts, where only the approval of the city
council or board of supervisors, respectively, is required.

Public transit plays an important role in the prosperity of cities and counties, by increasing
mobility for local citizens and providing a safe and secure mode of travel while creating
economic and environmental benefits. The financing of transit projects through IFDs
provides a vital resource for public transit systems. Removing the voter requirement, which
has served as an impediment to the establishment of these districts, will allow for faster
access to this financing option for public transit and other much-needed infrastructure
projects. For this reason, we urge your support of AB 1836 (Feuer).

Respectfully,

Ted Owen

Chairman

Cc: Members of the Local Government Committee:
The Honorable Kevin Jeffries The Honorable Lori Saldana (San Diego)

The Honorable Mimi Walters The Honorable Guy Houston

The Honorable Martin Garrick The Honorable Hector De La Torre

The Honorable George Plescia ~ The Honorable Sally Lieber

The Honorable Joel Anderson The Honorable Cameron Smyth

The Honorable Shirley Horton The Honorable Nell Soto
The Honorable Mike Feuer, Author
Joshua W. Shaw, Executive Director, California Transit Association
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